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A Note from the Pastor

From the Pastor 
December 2025 
 

The Christmas cradle hymn “Away in a Manger” is a favorite of kids and adults. It 
is one that we sing quite a bit during the Advent and Christmas season. It also a good 
lead-in to the theology given to us in the Second Article of the Apostles’ Creed, 
especially as explained by Martin Luther in his Small Catechism. 
 Looking into the manger and seeing the Lord Jesus begins with the road map of 
the Old Testament. Lutherans really believe that the Old Testament revelation testifies 
of Christ- and nowhere more clearly than in the prophecy of Isaiah. 
 The season of Advent speaks of the “comings” of the Messiah among His 
people. The following are the 3 topics we will look at each of the 3 weeks of our 
Midweek Advent series: 
  
Week 1: Christ’s First Coming: Who Lies in the Manger?  Isaiah 11:1-10 
Week 2: Christ’s Second Coming: For What Has He Come?  Isaiah 2:1-5 
Week 3: Christ’s Third Coming: How Has He Saved Us?  Isaiah 35:1-10 
 
 I hope you are able to join us each Thursday at 12:15p at Zion for our worship 
service where we will sing this beloved hymn each week and take a closer look at each 
verse.  
 May God be with you this Advent Season and I pray the Lord be with you as you 
prepare for the coming of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ at Christmas.   
 

In His Service,  

From the Pastor:  Philippians 1:3-7  3 I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4 

always in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy,  

 5because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now.  6 And I am sure of this, 

that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.  7 It 

is right for me to feel this way about you all, because I hold you in my heart, for you are all 

partakers with me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the 

gospel.   

 
 St. Paul offers thanksgiving and prayer for the Philippians. Paul does this “with 
joy” because of the partnership in the Gospel that he has with the Philippians. This 
partnership in the Gospel allows Paul to boldly declare that God will bring to completion 
the good work He began in the Philippians at the day of Jesus Christ (the Last Day).  
 Paul writes this letter, while in jail, to Christians (or a congregation) with whom he 
had previously done mission work. Paul rejoices in these gifts of financial support from 
the Philippians but is even more thankful for their partnership in the Gospel.  
 Paul calls the Christians in Philippi partners even though they are in different 
locations and haven’t seen each other in years. God has joined them together by grace. 
Paul makes the point that it is not location but the Gospel that brings them together and 
should encourage them to strive side-by-side for the faith of the Gospel  
 The Gospel has made us all partners, especially with other LCMS Christians. In 
the LCMS, we really have one big partnership, which allows us to work together in 
various ways, including supporting mission work. Just as the Philippians partnered with 
Paul, we are partners in the Gospel with other LCMS congregations and members. 
Instead of seeing other congregations as competition or worrying about how working 
with another church might be cause us to compromise on things like time for worship or 
programs, we should really be asking how we can work together efficiently for the sake 
of the Gospel and considering the day of Jesus Christ. I thank you all for your 
consideration in this proposed new opportunity for us here at Zion.  
 I offer up this prayer for both our churches in Chanute and Humboldt: 
Lord God, You have called Your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the 
ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with 
good courage, not knowing where we go but only that Your hand is leading us and Your 
love supporting us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.  

           
  

  

  
  
  
  

  

 

February Newsletter 2026 
 
From the Pastor: Nehemiah 13:14 “Remember me, O my God, concerning this, and 
do not wipe out my good deeds that I have done for the house of my God and for his 
service.”  
  
 Have there ever been times in your life when you just want to simply forget that it 
ever happened?  I am sure you could take some time and make a list of mistakes that 
you have made that you would surely like to forget.  
 For example, like not paying attention when you were driving in the Wal-Mart 
parking lot and you sideswiped a car. On the other hand, you did not check the balance 
in your checking account and tried to make a purchase at the grocery store and they 
say they had to decline your card. There you stand with a cart full of groceries that you 
cannot take home. 
 These times in our lives may cause us not to want that kind of attention drawn to 
us. There is no chance that you would want people to recognize you for the mistakes 
you made. I hope that the good things that you do outshine those mistakes that seem to 
follow us.  
 One characteristic that describes our God is “Omniscient” which means that He 
knows all things. God knows all the things we do that we would want forgotten. But He 
also sees the things that we do that please Him. 
 Good News! God forgives all of our failures and remembers them no more. He 
daily continues to strengthen us through our mistakes and gives us the Holy Spirit to do 
the good deeds for the house of God and for His service. 
 May God show His grace to you as you begin this Lenten season and allow you 
to “hear Him” through His Word as we reflect on the Sounds of the Passion in our 
midweek series this Lenten season.  
  
In His Service, 

  
     
      
  
  

  
  
  
  

  

 

March Newsletter 2026 
From the Pastor: “March comes in like a lion and goes out like a lamb.” 
  
A proverb that says March usually starts with cold, unpleasant weather, but ends 
mild and pleasant. I am not sure that is exactly how it is here for us in southeast 
Kansas. The weather we can agree on here is that the sun shines. So, getting 
our Vitamin D isn’t a problem as long we go outside and enjoy it. 
  
The season of Lent is in full swing, and we can kind of feel cold and unpleasant. 
We do talk a lot about the suffering and death of Jesus which can make people 
feel uncomfortable. And it should. Our sin is something that we struggle with on a 
daily basis. We do those things that God doesn’t want us to and sometimes we 
are really good at it. It is unpleasant to think about such things, but it is 
necessary. It is our sin that caused the death of Jesus.  The sin of Adam and Eve 
in the Garden of Eden caused the rest of the world to be sinful and unpleasant. 
  
But it didn’t end there. God promised to send a Savior, the “LAMB of God” who 
takes away the sins of the world. If it wasn’t for His unconditional love for all 
people, we would all still be left cold. 
  
I encourage you this Lenten season to come and experience the “Lamb of God” 
together with the folks here at Zion as we gather on Wednesdays and Sundays 
to hear the Word of God and to be served by Him. 
 
In His Service,  

April Newsletter 2026  
 
From the Pastor: He is Risen! He is Risen, Indeed! Alleluia! 
 Who? Who is risen? I didn’t see anyone rise.  I got out of bed this morning.  I 
went to work or school. So, who are you talking about? 
 Sunday, April 5, many Christians across the world will celebrate Easter and in 
turn will hear the answer to the question, who rose? But on that Easter morning way 
back in the day (Bible times) Mary Magdalene, Simon Peter and John went to see 
Jesus’ body and when they got there the stone had been rolled away. What happened 
to Jesus? Who would steal His body? Who could roll that stone away? It was super 
heavy. A mystery needed to be solved. And just like great mysteries, there were more 
questions than answers… Where’s Jesus?  
 Soon they will all be answered. Jesus appears to Mary, but she couldn’t 
recognize Him. OK, He didn’t allow her to recognize Him. But seeing that she is upset 
He speaks to her and says her name, Mary. This is the trigger for her to see who He 
really was, not the gardener, as she thought. Another mystery solved by Christ’s 
resurrection. 
 By now you may be thinking that Jesus is the answer to many mysteries. Well, 
not exactly. He wasn’t the one who let Bruce Willis know of his own death in the 6th 
Sense and He wasn’t the one who helped Andy Dufresne escape from Shawshank 
prison. 
 Another thing we remember is that there are just some things that we can’t 
explain, and it takes faith to believe it. And that is OK. God must want it that way or He 
would reveal it to us for us to know.       

But what we do know is that He is the Savior of the world. That Jesus bore our 
sins on the cross and rose again so that you and I could live with Him forever in heaven 
when we die. And we’re going to die someday, unless Christ comes back before then. 
 How can we help but look around us here and not say: “This is the day the 
Lord has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it.”  Mystery solved.  
Jesus is risen! He is Risen indeed! Alleluia! 
  

 

From the Pastor 
May Newsletter 2026 
 
“For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the 
body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.” 1 Corinthians 12:12   
 So, how does it feel to be partners? Does it look any different than what it 
did just a few months ago?  Are you adjusting to the new worship times?  
 St. Peter’s and Zion became an official dual parish on February 1, 2026. 
This meant that both churches would be sharing a pastor and have to make 
some changes to each congregation’s weekly Sunday schedules and meeting 
dates. This was a lot to consider, and I believe that both congregations are better 
for it.  
 St. Paul reminds us in 1 Corinthians 12 that we are all part of the body of 
Christ. Though we may look differently, act a bit differently, we are all baptized 
children of God who want to be served by God in worship and serve others with 
gladness. 
 May is a time of celebration when we get to see some new members join 
our churches. There will be 3 in Humboldt and 4 in Chanute. These young people 
have spent their year reading, discussing and being tested on the 6 Chief parts of 
Luther’s Small Catechism. And it will all culminate with their public profession of 
faith in their own church. 
 But what never came up is the fact that they are different or not partners in 
Christ because they attend separate churches. They are one body of believers 
who love Jesus and want to share in all the benefits of being a part of a dual 
parish (2 Churches!!). And there are plans in place to have fellowship and 
worship time together as partners in the Gospel for our churches.  
 Please pray for St. Peter’s and Zion, our young people who make their 
profession of faith and for one another. With Christ we are definitely better 
together. 
 
In the name of our Risen Lord,  
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Date: Atten:     Comm:

4/5 81 61

4/12 56 43

4/19 42 35

4/26 44 35

Sunday
May 3rd Worship Service 8:30am 

Bible Study 10:00am

May 10th Worship Service 8:30am
Confirmation Reception

May 17th   Worship Service 8:30am
Bible Study 10:00am

May 24th Worship Service 8:30am
Bible Study 10:0am 

May 31st Worship Service 8:30am
Bible Study 10:00am

Ladies Bible Study     5/4, 5/11, 5/18, 5/25

Tuesday     

May 5th Ladies Circle 9am
M&M Bible Study 4:30pm

May 12th Men’s Bible Study 6:30am

May 19th M&M Bible Study 4:30pm

May 26th Men’s Bible Study 6:30am 
 

Monday

Men’s Bible Study will meet at 
the Grain Bin on  May 12th and 

May 26th at 6:30am.

Mary and Martha
M&M’s Bible study will meet  

May 5th and May 19th  
at 4:30pm .

.   

Ladies Circle will meet 
May 5th at 9:30am. 

  

The next council meeting is June 
14th at 6pm. 

Ladies Bible study will meet 
every Monday 

at 1pm.

The next Voter’s Meeting 
will be in July 19th .

The Elder’s Meeting is a joint 
meeting in Humboldt on May 

6th at 7pm



April 2026
WORSHIP SCHEDULE

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
BOARD MEMBERS 2025-2030

HOLY COMMUNION IS CELEBRATED EVERY SUNDAY 
THROUGHOUT THE YEAR

Worship Service at Zion
Sundays at 8:30am

Sunday School at 10:00am
Pastor Matthew Jennings

Church Phone: 620-431-1341

USHERS for April
Kyle Ross and Ron Hurt

      
    
   Acolytes 

Sunday, April 5th Emma Washburn
Sunday, April 12th Gabe Engelman
Sunday, April 19th Easton Washburn
Sunday, April 26th Kalena Ross

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS
Sunday, April 5th Don Hurt
Sunday, April 12th Daniel Washburn
Sunday, April 19th Doug Oehlert
Sunday, April 26th Andrew Engelman

Board members are listed by order of appointment and 
Chairman’s name is marked (*) (when available) 

Newly Appointed is marked (+)
Board members are placed by year of appointment

President: David Engelman Vice President: Ron Hurt

Secretary: Lisa Engelman

Treasurer: Gloria Quinn

Assoc. Treasurer: Cindy Graff

BOARD OF ELDERS

Head Elder: Andrew Engelman 

Daniel Washburn  Trenton Engelman

BOARD OF EVANGELISM

Ella Brazil 

BOARD OF PROPERTY MANAGEMENT & FELLOWSHIP

David Engelman Diana Saving

BOARD OF PARISH EDUCATION & YOUTH

Susan Stich Jessica Audiss

FAMILY LIFE CENTER COORDINATOR

Mari Hutson to schedule the FLC

1(620) 212-2220 Email: marihutson@yahoo.com

ENDOWMENT Term Ends

President: Ron Hurt 2026

Treasurer: Julie Defebaugh 2029

Secretary: Toni Carter 2027

Member: Patsy Krokstrom, 2028

Member: Judy Chappell 2030

Ex Officio: 

May 2026
WORSHIP SCHEDULE

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
BOARD MEMBERS 2025-2030

HOLY COMMUNION IS CELEBRATED EVERY SUNDAY 
THROUGHOUT THE YEAR

Worship Service at Zion
Sundays at 8:30am

Sunday School at 10:00am
Pastor Matthew Jennings

Church Phone: 620-431-1341

USHERS for May
David Engelmanand Garrett Engelman

     
    
   Acolytes 

Sunday, May 3rd Emma Washburn
Sunday, May 10th Kyron Ross
Sunday, May 17th Nova Ross
Sunday, May 24th Easton Washburn
Sunday, May 31st Kalena Ross

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS
Sunday, May 3rd Doug Oehlert
Sunday, May 10th Kyle Ross
Sunday, May 17th Greg Carter
Sunday, May 24th Daniel Washburn
Sunday, May 31st Don Hurt

Board members are listed by order of appointment and 
Chairman’s name is marked (*) (when available) 

Newly Appointed is marked (+)
Board members are placed by year of appointment

President: David Engelman Vice President: Ron Hurt

Secretary: Lisa Engelman

Treasurer: Gloria Quinn

Assoc. Treasurer: Cindy Graff

BOARD OF ELDERS

Head Elder: Andrew Engelman 

Daniel Washburn  Trenton Engelman

BOARD OF EVANGELISM

Ella Brazil 

BOARD OF PROPERTY MANAGEMENT & FELLOWSHIP

David Engelman Diana Saving

BOARD OF PARISH EDUCATION & YOUTH

Susan Stich Jessica Audiss

FAMILY LIFE CENTER COORDINATOR

Mari Hutson to schedule the FLC

1(620) 212-2220 Email: marihutson@yahoo.com

ENDOWMENT Term Ends

President: Ron Hurt 2026

Treasurer: Julie Defebaugh 2029

Secretary: Toni Carter 2027

Member: Patsy Krokstrom, 2028

Member: Judy Chappell 2030

Ex Officio: 
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5/14 Brent Audiss
5/4 Evelyn Grady
5/20 Julie Defebaugh
5/22 Jaydine Stiles
5/26 Henyretta Sander
5/27 Melissa Ross
5/30 Shannon Frayer

 

5/1 Craig Reaves
5/7 Jim Chappell
5/8 Lisa Engelman
5/9 Samantha James
5/12 Greg Carter
5/13 Sydney Hughes
5/19 Tiffany Hurt
5/24 Jim Saving

5/26 Andrew and Lisa Engelman

Birthdays

           August
Anniversaries
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Those who are on the sick and suffering prayer list will stay for 
one month unless otherwise requested.

Our great physician, be with those who are battling forms of cancer.

Susan Hendricks (N. Peter
Rebecca Thuillez
Ginger Church (R. Hurt)
Tammy Sloan
Thad Clements
Tara Buster (S. Engelman
Steve Church

Gloria Taylor (E. Brazil)
Beth Boyle (C. Graff)
Linda Reinhardt (P&E.Wolford)
Chrystal Brennan
Annie Brown (E.Brazil)
Barbie Dunn (S. Engelman)
Sylvia Umbarger (R.Umbarger)

Susan Cathers (D&V. Hurt)
J.R. Fitzpatrick (P.Krokstrom)
Kathy Bercaw (J. Reaves)
Allison Dye (J. Defebaugh)
Dawn Burchett (L.Engelman)
Fred Kuhn (E. Brazil)
Cindy Withers (E. Brazil)

As well as those who are sick and suffering.

          Tina Jack (Kyndall Hutson)     Barb Seefeldt (E. Brazil)
Linda Prokopec (C. Graff)     Don Casey (S. Engelman)
Janis Oehlert     Alice Robinson (B.Seefeldt)   
Luke Hutson (M. Hutson     

             
     

 
    We ask for comfort for the family and friends of Vince Morales as they 

navigate through this time of loss. Grant them the patience to grieve and the 
courage to find joy in their memories. 
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